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The emerging experts of the Forum on the Arms Trade have drafted the following statement, to
be made during the civil society session at BMS9 for the Program of Action on Small Arms and
Light Weapons on June 3, 2026:

The Forum on the Arms Trade is a network of civil society experts addressing humanitarian,
economic and other implications of arms transfers, security assistance, and weapons use.
Forume-listed experts are located around the world and work on diverse topics, including human
rights, arms control, and humanitarian disarmament. Our emerging experts are a community of
early-career professionals within the Forum, encompassing 20 nationalities. This statement was
written by emerging experts and opened for individual endorsement from members of the
broader Forum community.

As a diverse group of young professionals in the Forum’s emerging experts program, we
emphasize the importance of multilateral partnerships to solve the world’s most pressing issues,
including the proliferation of small arms and light weapons, which continue to fuel armed
violence and instability in many parts of the world. We welcome the efforts of the Ninth Biennial
Meeting of States to review the implementation of the Programme of Action on Small Arms and
Light Weapons.

Strengthening National Frameworks and Technical Safeguards

We encourage Member States to renew and revisit national commitments, legislative
frameworks, and technical standards to better address evolving proliferation risks linked to
emerging methods of weapons and ammunition production. We encourage States to consider
voluntary policy and technical measures, including updating domestic laws, improving record-
keeping and databases, strengthening stockpile and internal security systems, and developing
technical safeguards to support detection, tracing, and information sharing related to illicitly
manufactured firearms and ammunition. We affirm the importance of the International Tracing
Instrument to promote transparency, oversight, and accountability, and we urge states to fulfill
their commitments to it.

Acknowledgement and Accountability of States involved in the trade of small arms and
light weapons

We encourage all Member States involved in the manufacture and trade of small arms and light
weapons to ensure their exports are consistent with all international commitments, including
those contained in Resolution 79/40, which emphasizes that States bear the primary
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responsibility for preventing, combating and eradicating the illicit trade of small arms and light
weapons. This should include appropriate investigation, acknowledgement, and action when
nationally produced small arms are traded illicitly or used in violation of international law by any
actor.

Multi-Stakeholder and Cross-Sector Cooperation

We encourage States to engage meaningfully through information sharing and collaboration
with civil society, technical experts, and early-career professionals to strengthen cross-sector
responses to evolving challenges related to illicit firearms and ammunition production and
trafficking. As global disarmament challenges evolve, it is imperative that States expand the
diversity of voices included in negotiations. Women, people from the Global Majority, and other
historically excluded groups contribute valuable perspectives needed to move proactively
forward.

We also urge all participants to center the voices of survivors of the harm caused by small arms
and light weapons in negotiations. Those directly affected by the illicit trade of small arms and
light weapons know the critical importance of disarmament and the full extent of the harm
associated with the proliferation of small arms. For this reason, we ask survivorship to be a
central part of the discourse in this and any future review sessions.

Emerging Technologies and the OETEG

We welcome continued discussions under the Open-Ended Technical Expert Group (OETEG),
during and beyond the BMS9, and look forward to a productive and forward-looking session on
the implications of emerging technologies, including 3D-printed firearms and ammunition.

The Forum on the Arms Trade does not itself take positions, but this statement is endorsed by
members of its listed expert community:

Emerging Experts: Agaba R Tabitha R Agaba, Patrick Bodovitz, Esmée de Bruin, Melanie
Garcia Flores, Allie Hansen, Monalisa Hazarika, Dominika Iwan-Sojka, Stephanie Meciar, Suzie
Shefeni

Other Experts: Jeff Abramson, Hiruni Alwishewa, Maria Lucia Centellas Burgoa, Geoffrey Lou

Duke, Florence Foster, Henrique Garbino, Natalie Goldring, Hine-Wai Loose, Dr. Yeshua
Moser-Puangsuwan, Samuel Perlo-Freeman, Markus Schindler, Camilo Serna, Mwachofi Singo
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